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to the stigmatic surface. The flowers close entirely by nine or 
ten o'clock of the same day, the work of fertilization being wholly 
finished. Pollen-eating insects visit the flowers, but these can be 
kept away during the few hours of observation required, and it 
would be found that all the flowers had pollen on the stigmatic 
surfaces nevertheless. 

Variation in the Sensitive Fern, Onoclea sensibilis — Referring 
to some specimens on the table presented by Mr. Martindale, Mr. 
Meehan remarked that it was the variety 0. s. obtusilobata of 
Gray's Manual, and afforded morphologists a rare and excellent 
opportunity to study the transitional stages by which the male 
became the fertile frond. 

The resignation of Mr. Geo. W. Tryon, Jr., as Curator, was read 
and accepted, and the following minute ordered to be recorded : — 

The Academy, in accepting the resignation of Mr. Tryon as 
Curator, desires to express its gratitude for the services he has 
long and faithfully rendered, and its sincere regret that he is una- 
ble to continue his official relations in the position which he has 
so efficiently filled. 



July 25. 
The President, Dr. Ruschenberger, in the chair. 
Twenty-five members present. 

The following papers were presented for publication : — 

" Report on the Hydroids collected on the Coast of Alaska and 
the Aleutian Islands by Wm. H. Dall, U.S. Coast Survey and party, 
from 1871 to 1874 inclusive." By S. P. Clarke. With an Intro- 
duction by W. H. Dall. 

" Description of a Collection of Fossils made by Dr. Raimondi 
in Peru." By Wm. M. Gabb. 

" The Rocks known as Mexican Onyx." By Mariano Barcena. 

Supernumerary Anterior Extremity in a Brahmin Bull Dr. 

Allen presented drawings of a supernumerary anterior extremity, 
in a Brahmin bull recently on exhibition in Philadelphia. 

The deformation consists of a limb exserted from the body at 
the left shoulder. The extremity is apparently complete, possess- 
ing the shoulder, leg, and remaining portions of the limb. 

The foot presents its palmar aspect forwards, and bears three 
distinct digits. The hoof upon each digit is long, compressed 
laterally, and slightly curved from before backwards. The cen- 
tral digit is the broadest, is slightly longer than either of the 
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wanting in Auchenia and other Ruminantia. In the latter it is 
present in the foetus, but soon disappears ; in Auchenia, accord- 
ing to Owen, it is retained for a somewhat longer time. 1 Thus 
retardation of the growth of this tooth is first seen in the latter 
genus so far as known, and is more pronounced in the other 
Ruminantia. The second premolar is present in Poebrotherium, 
Protolabis, and Procamelus ; it is absent in Pliauchenia, Game- 
lus, and Auchenia. In the last two genera it is a transitional 
character of immaturity, and we may infer that this is also the 
case with Pliauchenia. It is thus evident that retardation in the 
supply of nutritive material to this tooth has caused its reduced 
size, and terminated the duration of its existence. This has not 
occurred in the other lines of Ruminantia, where it remains as in 
Poebrotherium. From these and many analogous cases, the 
general law may be deduced, that identical modifications of struc- 
ture, constituting evolution of types, have supervened on distinct 
lines of descent. 

E. 0. Thompson and A. E. Foote, M.D., were elected members. 

Dom Pedro II., Emperor of Brazil ; Capt. Luiz de SaldaDha da 
Gania, of the Brazilian Navy, and Dr. Jose" de Saldanha da Gama, 
of Rio Janeiro, Brazil, were elected correspondents. 

The following paper was ordered to be published : — 

1 Odontography, p. 530. 



